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Alan Khazei’s Plan to Create Clean Energy Jobs  
& Stop Climate Change 

 
Solving the crisis of climate change provides an opportunity for a clean energy jobs revolution. America’s 
dependence on fossil fuels poisons our environment, weakens our economy, and undermines our national 
security. We must create new businesses through clean energy solutions, which have the potential to create 
millions of jobs for Americans.  Massachusetts is a pioneer in cutting-edge science and technology, and we can 
create high-skill, high-paying jobs that help preserve our environment while growing our economy.  

 
 
1. PASS CLEAN ENERGY LEGISLATION NOW:    

• Put a price on carbon pollution. 
• Commit to a reduction in CO2 emissions. 
• Create clean energy jobs. 
 

2. INVEST IN RENEWABLES:  
• Support the development of clean renewable energy technologies, including Cape 

Wind and biofuels. 
• Invest in a Solar on Schools Program with a $5 billion loan and loan guarantee fund. 

 
3. QUADRUPLE CLEAN ENERGY R&D:   

• Increase U.S. investment in clean energy research to $20 billion a year.  
• Allow citizens to invest in Clean Energy Independence Bonds.  
 

4. CLOSE THE COMMERCIALIZATION GAP:  
• Create a Clean Energy Institute. 
• Accelerate the commercialization of new energy technologies from the research lab to 

new industries, businesses and jobs.  
 

5. IMPROVE EFFICIENCY:  
• Develop the Home Star Program and Home Star Training and Certification Promotion. 
• Increase energy efficiency standards for utilities to 15% by 2020. 
• Develop and mandate energy efficiency standards for commercial buildings. 
• Increase support for nonprofit organizations focused on efficiency. 

 
6. END BIG OIL SUBSIDIES:  

• Pay for these investments to retake America’s lead in the clean energy revolution 
through: 

o reducing fossil fuel subsidies  
o rebalancing federal R&D spending  
o carbon permit revenues 
o returns from clean energy co-investments. 
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Guiding Principles 
 

• Clean energy technologies are poised to become one of the dominant global industries of this 
century.  America was a technology leader in the 20th century; we need to lead in innovation 
again. The U.S. has a vital economic interest in staying ahead of the curve in this sector and in 
generating green jobs. 

 

• Global warming from carbon emissions is one of the gravest threats facing humanity. 
 

• The United States has a special responsibility to show leadership on climate change, which 
threatens humanity and our environment, and could have potentially catastrophic effects on 
regional and worldwide economies and the stability of fragile, strategically positioned states. 

 

• Our response to such global environmental threats must be guided by scientific consensus, 
which indicates a high risk of catastrophic consequences from global climate change.  

 
Key Facts 

 
• In the next 20 years, the United States can create up to 37 million high-paying new jobs from 

clean energy and energy efficiency technology. 
 

• The United States sends nearly $800 million per day to oil-producing countries. The 
percentage of our energy supplied by foreign counties has increased from 22% in 1970 to 
65% in 2009. 

  

• The United States provides over $10 billion per year in fossil fuel subsidies. 
 

• India’s per capita emission of greenhouse gases is just over one ton per year and China’s is 
4.5.  These same emissions total to around 20 tons in the US and 12 in the European Union. 
 

• Energy efficiency improvements cost one to three cents per kilowatt hour – far cheaper than 
any other source of energy. 

 

• If we do not make a prompt transition to clean, renewable energy, global temperatures could 
very well rise six degrees Celsius (over 10 degrees Fahrenheit) in the next century, an 
increase that would be equal to the global temperature change from the last ice age to 
present.  Such a change threatens public health, our environment, our national security, and 
key industries such as fishing and agriculture. 
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Alan Khazei’s Plan to Create Clean Energy Jobs & Reverse Global Warming 
 

 
1. CREATE CLEAN ENERGY JOBS:  Pass clean energy legislation to establish a price for 

carbon emissions, create clean energy jobs, and promote energy efficiency. 

It is imperative that we pass clean energy legislation.  America needs to commit to a reduction in 
emissions, begin to establish a price for carbon pollution and accelerate our nation’s 
transformation to a clean energy economy.   

We in Massachusetts are fortunate to have the leadership of both Congressman Markey in the 
House and Senator Kerry in the Senate on clean energy jobs and climate change legislation.  Alan 
looks forward to working closely with both of them on this important issue. 

As Senator, Alan will fight to get an international agreement on climate change policy with key 
countries, including China and India, as any international treaty would have to be ratified by 
two-thirds of the Senate. 

Alan understands that clean energy legislation is both a jobs and a climate change bill.  The 
recently passed Waxman-Markey bill in the House and the Kerry-Boxer bill being debated in the 
Senate will generate significant job opportunities for Massachusetts and the entire country.  A 
recent collaborative research study conducted by the University of California, University of 
Illinois and Yale University concluded that passing these bills would create between 22,000 and 
40,000 jobs in Massachusetts and as many as 1.5 million jobs nationwide.  Because of our 
concentration of world-class research universities, entrepreneurs and venture capital, 
Massachusetts stands to be a disproportionate beneficiary of the clean energy revolution.  

As Senator, Alan will fight to make sure that the final bill passing both houses retains the 
authority of the Clean Air Act and requires that electrical utilities have separate requirements 
for Renewable Energy Standards and Energy Efficiency Standards.  Alan does not support 
government investment in nuclear energy and would call for all investments to have clear 
performance metrics and finite periods to be able to determine their impact and their return on 
government funds invested. 
 
The House-passed climate change legislation requires investments, but generates revenues in 
excess of their costs.  Waxman-Markey is forecast by the Congressional Budget Office to yield a 
net surplus of $24 billion over 10 years. 

 
2. INVEST IN RENEWABLES: Support the development of clean renewable energy 

technologies, including Cape Wind and biofuels. 
 

To revive our economy and preserve our environment, Alan believes that the government must 
support the research, development, and commercialization of clean energy technologies.  With 
its skilled workforce and cutting-edge research facilities, Massachusetts is ideally positioned to 
lead the nation in clean and renewable energy like wind, solar, and biofuels. 
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One of the most important steps towards supporting renewable energy is to put a price on 
carbon through a cap and trade program.  By passing climate change legislation with this 
provision, renewable sources of energy become much more competitive with traditional 
sources.  Our current energy markets are distorted by the missing prices we don't pay for the 
harmful side-effects of energy production. 

 
Alan supports the Cape Wind project and the bio-fuels initiatives planned and proposed for 
western Massachusetts.  Cape Wind will create hundreds of jobs, including good manufacturing 
jobs, offset 734,000 tons of carbon dioxide every year, which would be the equivalent of taking 
175,000 cars off the road and provide enough clean energy to provide 75% of the average 
energy demand for all of Cape Cod. 

 
By supporting separate provisions for Energy Efficiency Standards and Renewable Energy 
Standards for utilities, Alan will ensure that demand is increased for renewable sources of 
energy from both producers and consumers. 
 
Alan knows that one of the challenges of transitioning to renewable sources of energy is 
financing the initial capital to buy wind turbines or solar panels. This challenge exits even when 
the payback can be easily calculated from reduced utility bills. As Senator, Alan will propose a 
“Clean Energy Transformation Challenge Fund” of $500 million for states to develop innovative 
financing programs to help businesses and consumers invest in renewable sources of energy.   

Alan has also proposed a new Solar on Schools Program.  By providing government loans and 
loan guarantees, Alan’s plan will incentivize public private partnerships between schools, 
businesses, municipal offices, the federal government, local banks, and electric utilities to install 
millions of solar panels on the roofs and grounds of schools and other public buildings. This plan 
will create millions of jobs in fabrication, assembly, installation, and maintenance of the panels 
as well as new roofs for older buildings (a pre requisite for solar installations).  These 
installation, roofing and maintenance jobs cannot be outsourced and therefore must be created 
locally. The savings extend to the useful life of the systems, typically a minimum of 25 years.  
Installing solar energy systems will reduce energy costs and the savings will help municipalities 
and states manage their energy budgets with more certainty in electric rates.   In addition, the 
program reduces the carbon footprint of the buildings.  Under Alan’s plan, the Federal 
government would supply loan guarantees for the initial capital investment that would be paid 
back in full within 10-20 years through energy savings.   

Taking the example of schools, there are an estimated 100,000 public schools in the country.  A 

typical flat roof high school will allow a 500 KW solar panel system installed.   In New England, 

such a system would be able to generate 15-40% of the energy needs of the school.   

Engineering, assembly, installation and maintenance of such a system would typically employ 95 

workers over a six month period.   

A typical arrangement involves a holding company (e.g., a utility or other private or public 

investor) contracting with a participating end-user facility (e.g., a school, commercial building, 

etc.) to install solar arrays.  The participating end-user is guaranteed a reduced utility rate 
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without any need for technical expertise or maintenance worries.  The holding company in turn, 

owns and maintains the solar array, pays the end users electrical costs and then collects, 

distributes and sells the excess energy produced.    

Alan’s plan will direct $5 billion in the form of low interest loans (or loan guarantees to local 

banks) to incentivize holding companies to make the initial capital outlay needed to install the 

solar panels. These loans would be repaid by the holding companies over 10 years.  This 

investment is estimated to produce 2,500 500 KW systems, save end-users $275 million per year 

in reduced energy costs, and create nearly 250,000 jobs. 

 
3. QARDUPLE CLEAN ENERGY R&D:  Increase U.S. investment in clean energy research to 

$30 billion a year and allow citizens to invest in Clean Energy Independence Bonds.  
 

Over the past decade, US government spending on energy research has remained essentially flat, 
while other countries have made significant commitments to clean energy research.  To seize the 
opportunity for job creation and global leadership in what is becoming one of the fastest 
growing sectors of the economy, Alan believes the US government must increase its direct 
support for research and development of new and existing clean energy technologies and create 
a new structure for energy research that ensures coordination and maximizes its effectiveness. 
 

 
 
When the Department of Energy was created in the late 1970's during the Carter Administration, 
energy research was 10% of total federal research funding.  Today, current energy research and 
development is approximately 2% of our government’s total spending on research.   
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Energy research has been essentially flat at roughly $5 billion a year while defense R&D has 
grown to over $80 billion annually.  The US spends over $30 billion on health care research 
every year.   
 
Alan knows that energy consumption, job creation and employment, economic growth, climate 
change, health care and national security are all linked. 
 
 

 
 
Under-investing in clean energy technology and other initiatives to create energy independence 
increases the need for military presence in the Middle East and the research and development 
funds to develop new tech defense strategies to protect our ships though the Straits of Hormoz. 
 
Increases in health care spending are at least partially driven by the level of our military action 
and are directly correlated with employment in dangerous fossil fuels industries. 
 
While US investment in clean energy technology has remained flat, other countries have made 
significant commitments to clean energy.  The Chinese government is developing a plan to invest 
$440-660 billion in clean energy over the next 10 years, and Secretary Chu recently reported 
that China’s public and private sectors would spend over $100 billion on clean energy this year 
alone.  South Korea has announced a “Green New Deal” to invest $84 billion over the next 5 
years, an amount equaling two percent of the country’s GDP.   
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In the 1970’s the United States was the leader in solar and wind energy development.  Today, 
only one of the top five manufacturers of wind turbines is American, as is only one of the ten  
biggest solar panel producers and only two of the top ten advanced battery manufacturers.  
Contrast this to the world’s leading internet companies, where all five are located in the US - 
Amazon, eBay, Google, Yahoo and Microsoft.  In addition to losing our pole position in clean 
energy research, America has become increasingly dependent on foreign oil. 
 

 
 
 
Alan supports President Obama’s call for a sustained annual $15 billion increase in clean energy 
technology research and development, which would bring overall federal investments in clean 
energy to roughly $20 billion annually.  Thirty-four Nobel laureates recently sent a letter to 
President Obama calling on him to ensure that US investment in clean energy technology is 
increased by at least $15 billion a year. 
 
Alan will partially fund this investment in clean energy research by giving US citizens the 
opportunity to invest in America’s clean energy future through Clean Energy Independence 
Bonds.  These would be modeled after the highly successful Victory Bonds, which were sold in 
the US during World War II.  Victory Bonds were extremely popular during the war and over 
60% of Americans bought war bonds.  Through the sale of Victory Bonds, the US government 

Source: Energy Information Administration, Annual Energy Review 2009 
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raised an incredible $185 billion to help fund the war (this would be over $2 trillion dollars in 
today’s dollars).   
 
The issuance of Clean Energy Independence Bonds – a safe, government backed security that 
returns between 3 and 5 percent - could democratize the financing of clean tech and enable a 
broad spectrum of America to invest in clean-energy deployment.  Alan believes that Clean 
Energy Independence Bonds would also be highly popular today as many individuals, 
foundations and institutions are looking for socially responsible investment opportunities. 
 
But Alan will demand that this increase in funds be targeted and leveraged to maximize the 
return on the American taxpayers’ investment and to minimize the time from investment to new 
clean tech jobs and energy efficiency innovations. 

 
4. CLOSE THE COMMERCILIZATION GAP: Create a Clean Energy Institute to accelerate 

the commercialization of new energy technologies from the research lab to new 
industries, businesses and jobs.  

 
As U.S. Senator, Alan will call for the creation of a new Clean Energy Institute (CEI) to fund and 
facilitate the increased investment in clean energy technology and to ensure that the efficacy of 
every dollar is maximized.  Dr. Susan Hockfield, President of MIT, and other leaders have also 
called for this innovation.   Alan envisions CEI as a new entity that would be similar to the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH).  NIH has played a central role in medical innovation.  A 
recent report by Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management found that the NIH 
was instrumental in funding 15 of the 21 (or 71%) major breakthrough drugs. 
 
CEI’s mission would be to fund commercially viable clean energy research through a 
collaborative effort with leading universities, state and local governments, business leaders, 
venture capitalists and other investors.   
 
Alan created City Year as an “action tank” to show the country how a powerful new enterprise 
could be started in Massachusetts and spread around the world with the support of the business, 
government and nonprofit sectors.  Alan grew City Year from his Harvard dorm room to a $50 
million international enterprise.  His wife, Vanessa Kirsch, is the Founder and CEO of New Profit, 
Inc. a “venture capital firm” for high growth nonprofit organizations.  Through his experience 
and that of his wife, Alan has seen the hurdles or “Valleys of Death” that new enterprises must 
cross to grow to scale.  While visiting successful businesses and meeting Massachusetts leaders 
on his “What’s Working Tour,” Alan met with several leaders of the New England Clean Energy 
Council.  He was impressed with the four phased model they developed to think about, fund and 
accelerate the time to market of innovative ideas, moving them from the laboratories and 
dreams of entrepreneurs to the job-creating enterprises of tomorrow: 
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 Phase I - Clean Energy Research Consortia 
 
Increase funding for research with a focus on innovations that have commercial and job 
creating potential.  Fund networks of research institutions, business leaders and private 
investors. 

 
Phase II - Early Stage Venture Development 
 
Provide early commercialization grants and loans, with 2:1 or greater matching funds from 
state, regional or private sector funds, to take the most promising technologies from the lab 
to initial commercialization stages. These seed funds help transform new innovations into 
initial business plans. 
 
Phase III - Pilot Demonstration Incubators and Accelerator Parks 
 
Direct investments to new business incubator and accelerator park facilities and campuses. 
These parks could be managed by public private partnerships and are designed to support 
early stage companies with the development of demonstration pilots and early 
manufacturing pilots that show the commercial viability of new technologies. 
 

Phase IV - Full Scale Commercialization 
 
Enable full scale commercialization of new “first of a kind” technologies by co-investing with 
private funds to finance the roll-out of new businesses with high fixed costs. 
 

Alan used this framework, with the addition of Secretary Chu’s energy hubs to design the CEI 
funding model. 
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The model above introduces the Energy Innovation Hubs requested by Energy Secretary Steven 
Chu, as a Phase 0. Alan views these as earlier stage research centers that are not primarily 
charged with R&D that leads to commercial opportunities.   
 
In Alan’s model for the Clean Energy Institute, he envisions University or other philanthropic 
funders, combined with government funds, supporting both the Energy Hubs and the Clean 
Energy Innovation Consortia.  Phases II and IV, where well researched ideas begin the 
transformation into innovative new products that can become commercial entities, venture 
capital and other forms of private funds co-invest with the government.  Alan would require that 
the majority of government funds be used as loans, loan guarantees or equity matched with 
private funders.  In the final stage, funds raised from the issuance Clean Energy Independence 
Bonds participate with government and private equity funds.  
 
It is important to note that Alan envisions the entire stakeholder community – academics, 
scientists, business leaders, private investors and others – be involved in all stages of the process 
to provide advice and counsel to maximize the probability of successful commercialization. 
 
Massachusetts is a world leader in higher education, clean energy, biotech and health sciences.   
Alan believes this model will combine the tremendous intellectual capital and research 
capabilities of our educational institutions with the go to market skills of our entrepreneurs, the 
business-building skills of seasoned executives and the funding capabilities of our private 
investors.  This collaboration will accelerate the time to market. 
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Alan supports this collaborative, four-phased model for several key reasons: 

- It enables new innovations to cross what Harvard Kennedy School Professor Lewis 

Branscomb calls the “Valley of Death” between invention, innovation and commercialization. 

- It provides the vast majority of government investments as loans or loan guarantees. 

- It requires that the government only make investments in the later three stages when private 

capital co-investors are also putting “skin in the game,” thereby minimizing the chance that 

the new businesses will not be successful. 

- Independent boards comprised of representatives from all sectors can provide additional 

oversight to maximize the chances of success.  

 
5. IMPROVE EFFICIENCY: Promote and reward energy efficiency through innovative 

public-private partnerships. 
 

One of the greatest opportunities we have as a country to reverse climate change, lower both our 
dependence on foreign oil and the costs we pay for energy, and to create new good paying jobs is 
by improving energy efficiency.  US household consumption of energy is among the highest in 
the world at 20 tons per households. India’s per capita emission of greenhouse gases is just over 
one ton per year and China’s is 4.5 tons.   
 
The EPA recently published a powerful example of this opportunity when they reported: 

 
 
If every American replaced just one 
traditional light bulb with a compact 
florescent bulb, we would save 
enough energy to light three million 
homes for a year, we would save 
more than $600 million in energy 
costs in a year, and we would reduce 
greenhouse gases emissions 
equivalent to taking 800,000 cars off 
the road. 
 
 
A September 2009 National 
Academy of Sciences paper 
reported that household energy use 

accounts for nearly 40% of overall US CO2 emissions.  A 2009 McKinsey study claimed that the U.S. 
could reduce its demand for energy by 23% by the year 2020 through a coordinated strategy to 
reduce energy usage by improving efficiency.   
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America can make enormous gains in energy efficiency.  For example, if we adopted California’s 
efficiency program we could cut electricity consumption by 40%.  California consumes 7,000 
kilowatt hours per person annually compared to 13,000 in the rest of the country.  And doing so 
would save American consumers money every day.   

 
No new or traditional source of energy is lower cost than weatherizing a house on a cost per 
kilowatt basis.  Renovating or retrofitting a home will almost always pay for itself in energy savings 
alone in a few years.  With the need to reduce energy consumption and the economics so 
compelling, President Obama recently announced that 100 million homes need to be weatherized 
over the next generation. Fulfilling this need will require a forty times increase in the number of 
laborers and contractors over those working today.  And these will be good paying jobs, with 
laborers averaging $15.00 per hour.  Despite the need and positive economics, there are two 
challenges that must be overcome: developing a qualified and certified workforce and financing the 
upfront costs of the renovation to address these challenges Alan will: 
 

-  Support the HOME STAR program to stimulate energy efficiency, employment and 
reduce carbon pollution. 

Energy efficiency is the cheapest, quickest and cleanest way to meet rising energy needs, confront 

climate change and boost our economy.  In the US, an estimated 30-40% of greenhouse-gas 

emissions come from energy use in buildings. Making homes, businesses and public institutions 

more energy efficient will save money, create good local jobs, enhance energy security, slash global-

warming pollution and speed economic recovery while reducing the need to invest in costly new 

generation plants.  

 

A common challenge to all energy efficiency initiatives is financing the upfront capital investments 

necessary to purchase, install, retrofit or create energy efficient systems and infrastructure.  These 

initial investments in energy efficiency are more than offset by mid- to long-term energy cost 

savings.  Therefore, the primary barrier to full-scale immediate deployment is the short-term 

investment challenge.  

 

Alan supports funding the HOME STAR program to help solve this dilemma. Outlined by venture 

capitalist John Doerr, HOME STAR is projected to cost $23 billion over two years, and will reimburse 

homeowners for a range of residential energy upgrades including air sealing, insulation, new light 

bulbs and household appliances.  The HOME STAR program has the benefit of leveraging private 

investments with public dollars to create a robust national market for home energy retrofits.  The 

program will stimulate demand for building materials produced by American factories, support 5.9 

million residential energy retrofits, and is estimated to create more than 500,000 new local jobs in 

construction and related industries.  The construction industry has been the hardest hit of all 

sectors during the current recession. 
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HOME STAR will: 
 

• Reimburse homeowners a maximum of $2,000 for implementing at least two upgrades from 

a list of qualifying measures. 

• Reimburse homeowners up to $3,500 for at least four qualifying measures. 

• Reimburse homeowners who achieve energy savings of at least 20 percent for up to an 

additional $4,000 in incentives (plus $1,500 for every additional 5 percent reduction in 

energy consumption). 

•  Be capped at 50 percent of project costs. 

• Audit a percentage of projects to ensure that the improvements perform as expected.  

 

Develop and train a HOME START CERTIFICATIED energy efficiency workforce. 
 

To meet the demands for a qualified workforce to retrofit and weatherize American homes, Alan’s 

plan will fund the HOME STAR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM.    

 

This HOME STAR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM will be modeled on existing programs such as the 

Southcoast Massachusetts Weatherization Technician Training Program (WTTP).  This program 

creates partnerships between local businesses and community colleges to provide entry-level 

weatherization education, skills development, and employment opportunities in the local 

community.  Trainees in the program engage in 16 hours per week in weatherization work, rotating 

between local contractors and work crews.  Combined with classroom hours, those completing the 

160-hour program receive a weatherization technician certificate.  

 

The federal initiative will take this model to scale.  As part of Alan’s plan, the Federal government 

will invest $1.4 billion to incentivize public private partnerships (community colleges with local 

businesses and labor unions) to train and certify 500,000 workers for immediately available, good 
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paying stimulus jobs in energy efficiency.  Though not mandated for use in the HOME STAR 

program, the HOME STAR CERTIFICIED TECHNICIANS will operate within a uniform set of 

guidelines that insure quality and efficient deployment of public dollars.  The program costs will 

provide start-up capital to offset administration and set-up costs.   

 
To capture all of the benefits of increasing American energy efficiency, Alan will also: 
 

• Ensure that the recent growth in the U.S. Department of Energy’s home weatherization 
program from stimulus funds is supported after the stimulus money is exhausted.  The U.S. 
Department of Energy’s home weatherization program cuts energy use for heating and 
cooling by an average of 30 percent per home and saves $1.50 for every $1 expended.  
 

• Support President Obama’s proposal for higher Energy Efficiency Standards for utilities, 
requiring them to develop programs to reduce demand for electricity through increasing 
consumer efficiency by 15% by 2020. 

 

• Require a significant percentage of allowances allocated to consumers or utilities for 
consumer benefit under federal carbon cap-and-trade legislation be committed to state 
energy efficiency programs. 
 

• Increase energy efficiency standards for buildings. 
  

• Support initiatives to ensure that consumers and businesses know the impact of increasing 
their use of energy during peak demands like time of day pricing vs. flat rate pricing. 

 
Alan will also bring Big Citizenship to energy efficiency by supporting nonprofit organizations 
like the Alliance for Climate Protection, YouthBuild, and the Corps Network Program who 
promote energy efficiency.  He will fight to fully fund President Obama’s Social Innovation Fund 
and the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, which includes a new Clean Energy Corps.  He 
will also work to bring together and increase the combined power of those organizations 
working to combat climate change as he has done for service through his leadership of Be the 
Change.  Alan will bring a coalition of organizations together to organize a day of action, with 
Massachusetts and American labor, youth, environmental, senior groups and other concerned 
citizens working together to weatherize and insulate homes in urban and rural communities all 
over the country. 
 
Alan will also use his office, web site and other opportunities to share information about how 
citizens can take action to improve their own levels of energy efficiency and provide information 
from organizations like ClimateCounts.org about companies that are being environmentally 
responsible. 

 
6. END BIG OIL SUBSIDIES: Pay for these investments to retake America’s lead in the 

clean energy revolution by reducing fossil fuel subsidies, rebalancing federal R&D 
spending, carbon permit revenues and returns from clean energy co-investments. 
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Alan’s approach to addressing the challenges of global warming and seizing the opportunity to play a 
leadership role in the new clean energy revolution centers around strategic investments that will grow 
our economy.  Many elements of his plan will be self-funding.  Reducing or eliminating the $12 
billion a year the US government provides to the fossil fuel industry in subsidies can easily finance 
others.  Additional financing can also be sourced from re-balancing the federal government’s research 
and development expenditures to invest more on clean energy and sharing the revenue stream from the 
sale of carbon credits. 
 
 

 
 
It’s time to end the practice of giving the oil and gas industry government handouts.  Although 
traditional energy companies are earning record profits, they continue to receive billions in 
taxpayer-funded subsidies.  Industry PACs and lobbyists play a huge role in keeping the money 
flowing.  In the 2008 election cycle, the oil and gas industry gave more than $35 million to political 
candidates and spent more than $132 million on lobbying expenditures.  We need to get this dirty 
money out of our system and start making smart energy choices that will bring real benefits to 
average Americans.  

 
As Senator, Alan will make this happen. 
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